




















KEEPERS OF THE GARDEN AND ZOO
Have you ever wondered what Como’s zookeepers and
gardeners do all day?  We thought so! Learn about the
history of Como and get a “sneak peek” at the countless
duties which keep staff busy all day. You’ll even get a
behind the scenes tour of the Marjorie McNeely
Conservatory greenhouses!
(Tours are for on-site programs only.)
Program Level: 4-6th, 7-12th Grades
$125 On-site/$150 Outreach

THE GENES BEHIND THE SCENES
If you have mastered brown-eyed, blue–eyed crosses and
round and wrinkly peas, this class is for you.  Genetics
play a vital role in the management of captive animal
populations.  Discover how zookeepers across the
country work together to maintain healthy gene pools
for the ambassador animals at their facilities.  Please
note:  This class does not include a behind the scenes
tour.  Class size limit: 30 students. Class is approximately
75 minutes in length.
Program Level:  7–12th Grades
$150 On-site/$175 Outreach

“WILD” ANIMAL CAREERS
So you think you might like to work with animals as a
career?  This class is designed to introduce you to the
world of zookeeping.  Learn about the history of zoos
and how animal care and training programs have
changed zoo life.  Visit with a zookeeper (for on-site
programs only) to learn the ins and outs of the life 
in a zoo. 
Program Level: 7-12th Grades
$125 On-site/$150 Outreach

CHOOSE YOUR OWN TOPIC
Work with a Como Park Zoo and Conservatory
Education staff person to develop curriculum made
especially for your class!  Pick your own topic and/or
areas to be covered and we will develop a program just
for you!
Program Level: Any age group
$200 On-site first program/$125 each additional 
same day program
$225 Outreach first program/$150 each additional 
same day program

School/Group Programs c o n t i n u e d

Garden Club
Programs
Join us for a unique experience and gain a whole new
perspective of how the plants of the Marjorie McNeely
Conservatory are grown and cared for. 

Cost: $15 per person or $225 minimum

MARJORIE MCNEELY CONSERVATORY:
PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE  
This program is lead by a member of the Education staff 
and includes:

• Slide Show – History of the Conservatory

• Behind the scenes tour of the Conservatory

• Meeting a member of the horticulture staff for question and
answer session

-Approximately 60 – 75 minutes
-Program start times available between 9:30a – 2:15p

HOW TO GROW A FLOWER SHOW
(Optimal times:  September – February)
This program is lead by a member of the Horticulture staff and
includes:

• Time in the Sunken Garden to explore the inner workings of
floral production

• Behind the scenes tour of the Marjorie McNeely Conservatory
production facilities

-Approximately 60 minutes
-Program start time available at 9:30a

To schedule a program, call 651-487-8272.

A $50 non-refundable
deposit is required to
secure a date for a Garden
Club program.

Group Tours
Travel through the many gardens of the Marjorie McNeely
Conservatory as you explore this historic treasure. Our tour
packages include a Como Education staff led visit to the gardens of
the Marjorie McNeely Conservatory along with up-close animal
encounters in a classroom setting.  A10% discount from Como’s
Garden Safari Gifts is also included for group tour participants.  
A $50 non-refundable deposit is required to secure a date.
Along with your tour, we encourage you to immerse yourself in 
our Tropical Encounters exhibit and learn what it would be like to
visit a real rain forest with rain forest plants and animals.

BASIC TOUR PACKAGE - $12 per person
(Minimum of 15 participants) – Approximately 1.5 hours
• Educational Tour
• Complimentary tour for tour operator and driver

BOX LUNCHEON & TOUR PACKAGE - $22 per person
(Minimum of 20 participants) – Approximately 2-2.5 hours
• Educational Tour
• Box Lunch
• Complimentary tour and box lunch for tour operator and driver

DELUXE LUNCHEON TOUR PACKAGE - $30 per person
(Minimum of 30 participants) – Approximately 2.5 -3.5 hours
• Educational Tour
• Hot Buffet Lunch
• Complimentary tour and hot 
buffet lunch for tour operator 
and driver

For more details, call 
651-487-8272 or email us at 
comoeducation@ci.stpaul.mn
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IF I RAN THE ZOO – CAREER
EXPLORATION WORKSHOP
– NEW!
The foundation for a well-run zoo lies in a
dedicated staff that is trained to provide
quality animal care. Do you have what it
takes to run a zoo? Use this introductory
program to learn more about the ins and
outs of zookeeping. From enrichment
programs to cleaning, from training
programs to conservation, zookeepers cover a
lot of ground every single day.  Spend some
time with staff at Como and get a first-hand
glimpse into the world of zookeeping.
Program Level: 7th grade and up
Program Times:  9:00a – 3:00p
Cost:  $50 / participant.  Please note group
leaders are required to participate in this
workshop.  An adult to child ratio of at least
1:8 is required. 
A $50 non-refundable deposit is required to
secure a date.
Minimum 10 participants, Maximum 20
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Adult Learning
Avoid the crowds and join us for a
relaxing experience as we explore the
wonders of the natural world in beautiful
settings within the Marjorie McNeely
Conservatory and Como Zoo during
non-public hours.

Great Apes: Gorillas
Delve into the essentials of the world's largest
primate: gorillas! This program will focus on gorilla
adaptations, the similarities of wild gorillas and the
troops here at Como, touch on the current
conservation efforts Como Zoo is involved with and
things you can do to help. Participants will have the
opportunity to meet a gorilla zoo keeper and see
how we keep our gorillas healthy through our
training program.
Saturday, June 22 8:30a-10:00a

The Art of Bonsai
The art of bonsai dates back at least 1,500 years and
is rich in history. Join us as we learn the basics of this
ancient art, see how it is practiced around the world,
tour behind the scenes and of the conservatory’s
impressive bonsai collection and discover how you
too can become a bonsai artesian.
Saturday, July 20 8:30a-10:00a

Zoo and Conservatory: 
Behind-the-Scenes
What goes on behind the scenes at Como Park Zoo
and Conservatory?  How and why do the zookeepers
train animals?  Where do the gardeners grow all of
the conservatory’s gorgeous plants?  What went into
planning the new exhibits?  Come learn the answers
to these questions and more as we get a behind the
scenes glimpse into the inner workings.
Saturday, July 27 8:30a-10:00a
Sunday, October 20 8:30a-10:00a

Seals and Sea Lions
Did you know that Sparky, Como’s famous sea lion,
knows how to recycle? Visit Como keepers and their
pinniped friends as we explore the world of marine
mammals and marine mammal training.
Saturday, August 24 8:30a-10:00a

Primate Enrichment
Swing on over to Como to discover primates on the
go in this hands-on class! Prepare breakfast
enrichment for the apes and monkeys. Learn about
characteristics that each primate uses to forage, travel
and communicate, then take home some
conservation tips to help primates around the world!
Saturday, September 14 8:30a-10:00a

Big Cat Enrichment
What makes a big cat a big cat? Prepare and observe
breakfast enrichment for the lions, tigers, snow
leopards and cougars. Then one by one, watch their
reactions!  We’ll also touch on conservation issues
related to big cats.
Saturday, November 16 8:30a-10:00a

Holiday Gardens
Poinsettias, mistletoe, holly - we may think we know
these plants, but do we? Take a break from the
holiday hustle and bustle to meet a gardener and
learn myths, legends, and facts about these holiday
treasures while surrounded by the beauty of the
Marjorie McNeely Conservatory’s Holiday Flower
Show. Then, make a botanical gift filled with holiday
lore to take home.
Saturday, December 21 8:30a-10:00a
Monday, December 23 6:30p-8:00p

Cost:  $15/person

TO REGISTER
CLICK ON DATE
or call 651.487.8272
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Professional
Development 
for Teachers
Como Park Zoo and Conservatory, in partnership
with Hamline University, offers a variety of
professional development workshops for teachers
looking to further their understanding of the
natural world. Upon completion of each course,
students will earn one semester credit through the
School of Education’s Continuing Studies
program. For more information about these
workshops or to register, please call Hamline
University at 651-523-3000 or visit their 
website for more information:
www.hamline.edu/education/continuing-studies.html 

RICHES OF THE RAIN FOREST
Take a trip to the tropics right here in St. Paul!
With Como Park Zoo and Conservatory’s Tropical
Encounters exhibit as our backdrop, learn about the
riches of the rain forest during this interactive class. We’ll
explore exhibits and meet tropical animals up-close,
discover intricate connections between the plants,
animals and people of the rain forest and learn about
sustainable practices. You will leave this class with ideas
and activities designed to teach your students about this
vital ecosystem and how it can be sustained.
Target Audience: K–12 Educators 
Saturday, June 29 8:00a – 4:30p
Sunday, June 30 12:00p – 4:00p

TURTLES OF THE WORLD
Explore a variety of turtle habitats, reproduction and
nesting behaviors, as well as conservation efforts both
locally and world wide!  Learn about general turtle
anatomy inside and out.  Discover the unique difference
between these fascinating creatures and go behind the
scenes of the Como Zoo to meet many turtles, a resident
turtle keeper and researchers.  We will also be exploring
interdisciplinary curriculum ideas.  
Target Audience:  K–12 Educators 
Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday 
July 15 - 17 8:30a – 12:30p

PLANTS, PEOPLE, AND CULTURE
Uncover the mysterious connections between plants,
people, and culture.
Essential to human survival, plants provide oxygen,
transportation, food, shelter, medicine, myth, and ritual
to people around the world.  Using the vast and unique
plant collection of the Marjorie McNeely Conservatory,
we will journey through the gardens to discover some of
the important roles plants play in the environment and
human societies.  You will leave this class with ideas and
resources designed to aid in introducing your students to
the exciting fields of economic botany and ethnobotany.
Target audience: K – 12 educators.
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday, 
August 6 - 8 8:30a – 12:30p

Earn CEU’s while participating in our adult learning programs! Our new,
six-hour workshops will provide the background knowledge you need to teach
your students about the inner workings of the natural world.  Each series will
include large and small group activities, presentations and discussions that can
readily be utilized in a classroom setting.  Come prepared for fun and leave with 
a whole new understanding of the plant and animal ambassadors of Como!

AMAZING ADAPTATIONS
Plants and animals the world over have evolved to endure an astonishing array of
environments.  From Arctic animals that survive the coldest of nights to plants of
the desert that live months without water, you’ll be amazed by the diversity of life
on Earth.  This series will investigate both the physical and behavioral methods
organisms utilize to survive.  
Tuesday, June 25 and Thursday, June 27 6:00p – 9:00p
Cost: $60

LIFE IN A WARMING WORLD
A changing climate is in the news on a daily basis.  This course will provide you
with the basic knowledge you need to critically assess how climate change will
impact the environment, the economy, and the well-being of ecosystems across
the globe.  Through a series of activities and experiments that have been designed
for easy implementation into a classroom setting, we will provide you with
resources to engage students in learning about their warming world.
Tuesday, December 10 and Thursday, December 12 6:00p – 9:00p
Cost: $60

OUR CHANGING CLIMATE
Climate literate citizens understand the science behind climate change.  
Our changing climate will impact the future of our environment, our economy, and our
relationships with other countries.  Through a series of experiments, case studies and
discussions, participants will begin the process of improving climate literacy in their classrooms.
This in turn will provide the knowledge students need to make informed decisions and take
action in response to climate change in the future.  
Target audience: 5 – 12 educators
Saturday, October 5 8:00a – 4:30p
Sunday, October 6 12:00p – 4:00p

CATS IN THE WILD
Recognized throughout the world for their illusive nature, wild cats have come to the forefront
of conservation education.  Explore how geography and culture are impacting their status in the
wild.  Observe first-hand the behavior and adaptations of wild cats through four ambassador
species at Como Park Zoo and Conservatory.  Discover how zoos are working to promote
conservation efforts through research and education.  Examine and take away interactive
curriculum that will motivate your students to learn more about cats in the wild.   
Target audience: k -12 educators
Saturday, November 23  8:00a – 4:30p
Sunday, November 24 12:00p – 4:00p

NEW
PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
OPPORTUNITIES
FOR TEACHERS!
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LIFE ON THE PRAIRIE (Ages 5 – 15)
The use of seed balls as a means to regenerate the
prairies of days gone by make for wonderful stories
and hands-on experiences.  During this class, you
will collect seeds from some of our gardens and
make seed balls to take home and plant in the
spring.  In addition, you’ll meet some of the zoo
animals that helped shape life on the prairie.
Wednesday, September 18 1:00p – 2:30p

WOLVES (Ages 5 – 8)
As the center of many stories, myths, and legends,
wolves have fascinated people for centuries.  Join us
as we learn about the daily lives and behaviors of
wolves, examine how they communicate, and make
a visit to the Wolf Woods exhibit at Como Zoo.
Wednesday, October 16 1:00p – 2:30p

PLANT AND ANIMAL DEFENSES
(Ages 5 – 15)
Discover the true meaning of "survival of the fittest"
during our plant and animal defenses class.  Meet
unique plants and animals that utilize tricky means
of survival.  From poisons to armor to spines, you’ll
be sure to find a defense that amazes you.  
Wednesday, November 20 10:30a – 12:00p

PLANT AND ANIMAL PARTNERS
(Ages 5 – 8) 
Sure animals depend on plants, but did you know
plants depend on animals too? Everything in nature
is connected through the web of life. In this class,
we’ll investigate some of the unique partnerships
between plants and animals that make the world an
amazing place to explore. 
Wednesday, December 18 10:30a – 12:00p

PLANT AND ANIMAL PARTNERS
IN-DEPTH (Ages 9 – 15) 
Everything in nature is connected through the web
of life. In this class, we’ll investigate some of the
unique partnerships between plants and animals
that make the world an amazing place to explore. In
addition to reviewing concepts like food webs and
plant and animal interdependencies, we will look
deeper into specific plant and animal partnerships. 
Wednesday, December 18 10:30a – 12:00p

LIFE IN A ZOO (Ages 5 – 8)
Explore the life of a zookeeper and learn how the
animals are cared for during “Life in a Zoo.”  You
will be introduced to the enrichment program at
Como Zoo as you work in teams to create activities
for a few of our education ambassador animals.
We’ll learn a little bit about what it takes to feed a
zoo and explore the world of animal behavior as we
watch the animals interact with enrichments right
in the classroom!
Wednesday, December 18 1:00p – 2:30p

LIFE IN A ZOO IN-DEPTH (Ages 9 – 15)
The enrichment program is an important aspect of
providing quality animal care for the animals at
Como Zoo.  During this class, we will explore
animal diets, behavior, and husbandry needs.  You
will also put your problem solving skills to the test
as you work in teams to design and create
enrichment activities for a few of our education
ambassador animals.  All of this without ever
needing to leave the classroom!
Wednesday, December 18 1:00p – 2:30p

ENDANGERED SPECIES (ages 9 – 15)
Learn about the conservation programs zoos and
conservatories participate in to help endangered
species every day.  Meet a variety of rare plants and
animals that will give you good reason to make
“Earth-friendly” choices.  Take home information
that will empower you to make a difference.  
Wednesday, January 15, 2014 10:30a – 12:00p

ANIMAL TRACKS AND TRACES
(Ages 5 – 8) 
Where do all the animals go during the cold winter
months? The animals that brave our chilly winters
are often hard to find, but leave several clues to their
whereabouts.  Take a wintery hike to discover the
tracks and traces that give away the secrets of
Minnesota's toughest animals.
Wednesday, February 19, 2014 1:00p – 2:30p

PRIMATE ADVENTURES (Ages 5 – 8) 
Get an up-close look at Como’s primate ambassadors
before we open to the public. Explore the differences
between monkeys and apes and learn what you can do
to help these endangered animals in the wild. It’s sure
to be a swinging good time! Special note, this class
begins before hours. Please arrive at 8:50 to sign in.
Wednesday, March 19, 2014 9:00a – 10:30a

PRIMATE ADVENTURES IN-DEPTH
(Ages 9 – 15)
This class offers everything that Primate Adventures
offers for younger students, just a little more in
depth. We too will explore the differences between
monkeys and apes and learn what can be done to
help these endangered animals in the wild. Special
note, this class begins before hours. Please arrive at
8:50 to sign in.
Wednesday, March 19, 2014 9:00a – 10:30a

WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE
(Ages 5 – 15)
Take a trip down the Mississippi River as we
investigate the importance of water, water
everywhere.  Learn how our use of water in the
Midwest affects life in the ocean.  Take home a
wealth of resources you can use to continue your
exploration of wonderful water.
Wednesday, April 16, 2014 1:00p – 2:30p

ART NATURALLY (Ages 5 – 15)
Explore the beauty of nature through the eyes of a
blooming artist.  Using oil pastels, charcoal,
watercolors, and more, students will be allowed to
explore their creative side during art naturally.  An
array of plants and animals will be brought into the
classroom as models while the instructor guides
students through a variety of techniques and
methods.
Wednesday, May 21, 2014 10:30a – 12:00p

BUILD-ON-KNOWLEDGE SERIES:
LIFE THROUGH TIME SERIES 
(Ages 8 – 15)
Based on the Lawrence Hall of Science GEMS
program, this popular six session course spotlights
evolutionary change and its unifying place in life
science.  Utilizing biofacts, fossils, interactive
stations, and live plants and animals, students will
travel into “deep time” and illuminate the tree of life
from its roots to its uppermost branches.
Wednesdays from 10:30a – 12:00p; 
October 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 and November 6, 2013.
Cost: $90 for the six week series

Homeschool
Classes
Como Park Zoo and Conservatory hosts
creative, hands-on classes designed especially
for homeschool students.  During each class,
students will explore the natural world with art
projects, plant and animal visitors, scavenger
hunts, and more.  A variety of age appropriate
activities are incorporated into each program.
There’s something for everyone!   Parents are
welcome to stay and assist during homeschool
classes at no cost.  Please note; we do not
provide materials or supplies for adults who
stay with their children.

Cost: $12/person (parents are free!)

JOIN YOUR
FRIENDS

at the BACK-TO-
SCHOOL EVENT 

for HOMESCHOOL
FAMILIES!
Mark your calendar on 

Tuesday, September 10th

for a back-to-school event designed
specifically for homeschool families.  We
will have people on hand to provide talks,
tours, games and activities that highlight

the plant and animal collections of 
Como Park Zoo and Conservatory.

Preregistration is required.  

Tuesday, September 10th, 10:30a – 12:30p

Cost: $7 per person, 
including parents and siblings

MONTHLY CLASSES FOR 2013-2014 SCHOOL YEAR
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REGISTRATION
Online registration 
www.comozooconservatory.org
Click on EDUCATION

Call-in registration
651-487-8272

Questions? Call 651-487-8272 or e-mail us:
comoeducation@ci.stpaul.mn.us

R E G I S T E R  E A R L Y !

Discounted rates are available for members of 
For information on memberships, call 651-487-8229.  

POLICIES
Registration Deadlines/Class Cancellations
Registrations are taken up to 48 hours prior to the start of class or until
class is full.  If a class has not met the required minimum registrations 48
business hours* before the class is scheduled to start, class will be canceled.
Participants will be notified at that time.  A full refund will be processed.
Register early to ensure a spot and prevent cancellations. *Please note:
overnights have a 2-week cancellation restriction.

Class Discounts
Members of Como Friends receive a 10% discounted rate on Como
Education classes.  Member ID number, level of membership and
expiration date will be required at the time of registration.  For more
information on Como Friends memberships, call 651-487-8229.

Confirmations
Confirmations are mailed or e-mailed for all class/program registrations.
No confirmations are sent if a registration is received 48 hours or less prior
to class/program start time, unless requested.

Requested Refunds
Requested refunds will be issued per the following criteria:
• No refunds will be issued for any single registration costing $10.00 or less.
• Refunds are granted if requested more than 48 business hours prior to the
scheduled event.  An administrative fee will be withheld. Administrative
fees are determined based on registration costs.  An administrative fee
breakdown is available on our website under Education Policies.
• No refunds will be granted for refund requests received 48 business hours
or less prior to the scheduled event.
• At the time of cancellation, a one-time rescheduling option is available if
requested 48 business hours prior to the scheduled event.  The rescheduled
class must be within the same program category as the original registration.  

Closings Due to Weather
Periodically, classes/programs are canceled due to inclement weather.
Cancellations are based on weather reports and as determined by the
program coordinator.  Class participants will be contacted by phone if it is
determined a class/program will be cancelled.  Class participants can also
call 651-487-8272 for details.

Have a WILD 
birthday at Como!  
Now offering fabulous birthday parties for one year-olds
on up! See page 5 for more information. 

• * • * • * • * • * • * • * • * • * • * • * • 

Tours?  
Yes, we have group tours!  See page 11 for more details. 

• * • * • * • * • * • * • * • * • * • * • * • 

Field Trips for 
Self-Guided Groups
Help us Help You!
By letting us know what day and time you will be visiting us, we
can better serve you. Please fill out our Field Trip Form located
at:www.comozooconservatory.org (click on ‘Plan Your Visit,’ then
the ‘Schools/Groups’ tab) or call 651-487-8272.

• * • * • * • * • * • * • * • * • * • * • * • 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Gorilla Forest Grand Opening June 6-9

Edible Garden opening celebration June 14 through June 16

Groovin in the Garden August 7, 14, 21, 28 and Sept 4, 11

Visit the brand new Ordway Gardens
A Japanese Collection now open daily in the 
Marjorie McNeely Conservatory

Visit our website for an updated list 
of special events and daily programs.

www.comozooconservatory.org
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ADD AN ANIMAL AMBASSADOR
TO YOUR COMO EVENT
Host your corporate meeting, social event or wedding reception at Como and invite one of our
Animal Ambassadors. You and your guests will get a personalized, exotic, and educational
experience that can only be found at Como. An education specialist will be on hand to answer
questions and provide information about the Animal Ambassador you choose for your event.

For more information, please call 651-487-8272.  For a list of available animals, please visit
our website at www.comozooconservatory.org/host

Who's the newest addition to Como's animal family? 

What's featured in the current flower show?

When's the next Polar Bear Class?  

What does the upcoming event schedule look like?
and you’ll receive the latest animal updates,
program offerings, upcoming events, and more!  

Scan this to receive the
Como Promo

COMO PARK ZOO & CONSERVATORY

is open 365 days a year!
Winter Hours (Oct 1– Mar 31) 10am-4pm
Summer Hours (Apr 1– Sept 30) 10am-6pm

Find us on Facebook

Follow us on twitter
@ComoZoo
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